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PART Il — OFFICIAL ENGLISH VERSION

KERA OPEN ENDURANCE RULES

In the event of any inconsistency between the Korean and English versions, the Korean version shall
prevail.

Chapter 1. General Provisions

Article 1 (Purpose)

These Rules establish the requirements for the fair and safe conduct of endurance riding competitions
organized, hosted, or sanctioned by the Korea Endurance Riding Association (“KERA”").

KERA Endurance is a competitive endurance format in which rankings and results are recognized; however,
the health, safety, and welfare of the horse shall take precedence over competition results.

Article 2 (Scope)

These Rules apply to all domestic and international Open Endurance competitions organized, hosted, co-
hosted, or sanctioned by KERA.

Article 3 (Fundamental Principles)

1. The health and welfare of the horse shall take precedence over results and rankings.

2. All competitions shall be conducted under Veterinary Control.

3. A horse-and-rider combination shall be recognized as an official finisher only after completing the
prescribed course and passing all required veterinary inspections.

4. A veterinarian shall have final authority to stop a horse from continuing when its welfare may be
compromised.

Chapter 2. Competition Levels and Distances

Article 4 (Competition Levels)

KERA Endurance competitions are classified as follows:

- Intro Level: 20-30 km

- Novice Level: 40 km

- Intermediate Level: 60—80 km

- Advanced Level: 100-120 km

- Elite Level: 160 km

Specific distances may be determined in the Event Schedule according to event conditions.

Chapter 3. Rider and Horse Eligibility
Article 5 (Rider Eligibility)
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1. Riders shall, in principle, be registered members of KERA.
2. Non-members may be permitted when an Open Class is specifically provided in the Event Schedule.

3. Riders shall comply with these Rules and all horse-welfare requirements.

Article 6 (Minimum Horse Age)

Minimum horse ages are:

- 20—40 km: 4 years or older

- 60-80 km: 5 years or older

- 100-160 km: 6 years or older

Age shall be determined as of the date of the competition.

Article 7 (Horse Eligibility)

1. A horse shall have registration and a Vet Card recognized by KERA.
2. A horse shall pass the Pre-Ride Veterinary Inspection.

3. A veterinarian may deny entry when participation is considered inappropriate for the horse’s health or
welfare.

Article 8 (Elite Level Qualification Requirements)

A horse entering an Elite Level competition shall satisfy the following qualification requirements according
to competition distance:

1. 60 km competition: at least one official completion of a competition of 40 km or more;

2. 80 km competition: at least two official completions of competitions of 40 km or more, or at least one
official completion of a competition of 60 km or more;

3. 120 km competition: at least two official completions of competitions of 80 km or more;

4. 160 km competition: at least two official completions of competitions of 80 km or more and at least one
official completion of a competition of 120 km or more;

5. A qualifying record under this Article shall be an official completion in which the horse passed all
required veterinary inspections;

6. KERA may restrict the eligibility of a horse that, within the qualification period prescribed by KERA, has
been subject to a competition restriction due to significant lameness or a metabolic condition; and

7. Official completion records from domestic or international Endurance competitions recognized by KERA
may be accepted as qualification records under this Article.

Chapter 4. Competition Format and Course
Article 9 (Loops)

1. A competition shall consist of one or more loops.
2. Each loop should normally be approximately 20—40 km.
3. A Vet Gate shall be operated after each loop.

4. Loop distances and the number of loops shall be stated in the Event Schedule.
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Article 10 (Start)
1. Competitions shall normally use a Mass Start.

2. For safety or operational reasons, the Organizing Committee may use wave starts or another starting
method.

3. The starting method shall be specified in the Event Schedule.

Article 11 (Course Compliance)
1. Riders shall follow the designated course.

2. Deliberate shortcuts or shortening of the course are prohibited.
3. A rider who leaves the course shall return to the point of departure before re-entering the official course.

4. Deliberately shortening the course is grounds for disqualification.

Chapter 5. Vet Gates and Veterinary Inspection

Article 12 (Principles of Veterinary Control)
1. Vet Gate inspections shall be performed by veterinarians recognized by KERA.

2. Veterinary decisions concerning the health and welfare of a horse are final.

3. Judges or event officials may not overturn a veterinary welfare decision.

Article 13 (Vet Gate Heart Rate)
1. The standard Vet Gate heart-rate criterion shall be Heart Rate < 64 bpm.

2. After completing each Loop, the horse shall be presented at the Vet Gate within the time specified in the
Event Schedule.

3. As a general KERA standard, Presentation Time shall be within 15 minutes, unless otherwise specified
in the Event Schedule due to competition distance, weather, course conditions, or operational
circumstances.

Article 14 (Veterinary Inspection Items)

Veterinary inspection may include:

1. Heart rate;

. Gait and lameness assessment (Trot-up);

. Mucous membranes;

. Hydration;

. Gut sounds;

. Muscle condition; and

N OO O~ WDN

. Any other parameter considered necessary by the veterinarian to determine fitness to continue.

Article 15 (Hold Time)
1. Horses passing a Vet Gate shall observe the Hold Time stated in the Event Schedule.

2. Hold Time shall be applied on the same basis to all competitors in the relevant class.
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3. The method for calculating the next loop’s departure time shall be stated in the Event Schedule.

Article 16 (Veterinary Elimination)
A veterinarian may eliminate a horse for:

1. Persistent lameness;

2. Severe dehydration;

3. Heat stress or heat stroke;

4. Serious muscular abnormality;

5. Inadequate heart-rate recovery; or

6. Any other condition in which continuation would threaten the horse’s health or welfare.

Chapter 6. Completion and Ranking
Article 17 (Official Completion)

Official completion requires all of the following:
1. Compiletion of the entire designated course;
2. Passing all Vet Gates;

3. Reaching a heart rate of 64 bpm or below within the prescribed time after crossing the finish line and
passing the final veterinary inspection; and

4. No disqualification for a violation of these Rules.

Article 18 (Ranking)

1. In ranked competitions, placings among official finishers shall, in principle, be determined according to
the earliest official Pulse Recovery Time, being the time at which the horse reaches a heart rate of 64 bpm
or below after crossing the finish line and such heart rate is officially confirmed by an authorized heart-rate
official.

2. Regardless of the order in which competitors cross the finish line, the competitor with the earlier official
Pulse Recovery Time shall be placed higher.

Article 19 (Best Condition Award)
1. KERA may conduct a Best Condition Award to promote horse health and welfare.

2. Best Condition shall be evaluated separately from competition ranking.

3. The evaluation method shall be specified in the Event Schedule.

Chapter 7. Rider Equipment, Horse Tack, and Welfare

Article 20 (Protective Helmet)

All riders shall wear an appropriate equestrian safety helmet while competing.

Article 21 (Prohibition of Whips and Spurs)
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1. The use of whips or crops is prohibited in all Endurance competitions organized, hosted, or sanctioned
by KERA.

2. The use of spurs is prohibited.
3. Use of a whip, crop, or spurs during competition may result in a warning, disqualification, or other

sanction determined by the Ground Jury according to the seriousness of the violation.

Article 22 (Horse Tack and Protective Equipment)

1. Saddles and bridles shall be suitable and shall not cause pain or injury to the horse.

2. Leg boots, protective wraps, and other appropriate protective equipment are permitted.

3. Equipment that excessively restricts movement or causes pain is prohibited.

4. A veterinarian or judge may require removal or replacement of equipment considered unsuitable for

horse welfare or safety.

Article 23 (Prohibition of Abuse)

Riders and associated persons shall not:

1. Strike a horse or deliberately cause pain;

2. Force a severely fatigued horse to continue;

3. Force a horse showing signs of lameness or metabolic abnormality to continue; or

4. Commit any other act that materially compromises horse welfare.

Article 24 (Prohibition of Hazing)

Hazing is prohibited. No person may use people, vehicles, other horses, or any other means to force,
chase, or induce a competing horse to increase its speed.

Article 25 (Crew Assistance)

1. Watering, cooling, feeding, and normal crew assistance are permitted only in areas designated by the
event.

2. Crew members may not lead a horse or use vehicles or other means to directly assist the horse’s
forward movement or speed.

3. The Organizing Committee may designate Crew Assistance Areas according to course conditions.

Article 26 (Fair Competition)

The following are prohibited:

1. Deliberately obstructing another competitor's normal attempt to pass;
2. Conduct that creates danger to another horse or rider;

3. Deliberate obstruction of the course; and

4. Obtaining a competitive advantage by improper means.

Chapter 8. Medication, Fair Play, and Competition Results

Article 27 (Prohibited Substances)
1. The use of prohibited substances capable of affecting performance is forbidden.
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2. Detailed prohibited-substance and testing standards shall follow KERA medication-control standards or
the applicable Event Schedule.

3. KERA may conduct medication testing when required.

Article 28 (Sanctions)

Where medication violations, horse abuse, deliberate rule violations, or serious breaches of fair competition
are established, sanctions may include:

1. Warning;

2. Disqualification;

3. Cancellation of placing and prize money;

4. Suspension from competition for a specified period; and

5. Other disciplinary measures determined by KERA.

Article 29 (Competition Results)

Results may be recorded using the following status codes:

- FIN (Finished): Official completion

- RO (Retired): Voluntary retirement by the rider

- FTQ (Failed to Qualify): Failure to meet completion requirements
- DSQ (Disqualified): Disqualification for a rule violation

Where a horse fails a veterinary inspection, a specific reason such as lameness, metabolic condition, or
failure of heart-rate recovery may also be recorded.

Chapter 9. Officials and Event Administration
Article 30 (Officials)

An event may appoint, as required:

1. Technical Delegate;

2. Chief Judge;

3. Veterinarian or Veterinary Commission;
4. Steward;

5. Timekeeper; and

6. Other officials necessary for event operation.

Article 31 (Authority of Veterinarians and Judges)
1. Veterinarians shall have final authority concerning the health, safety, and welfare of horses.

2. Judges shall have authority concerning competition operation, competition time, rule violations, and
rankings.

3. The official Pulse Recovery Time shall be based on the record confirmed by an authorized heart-rate
official or veterinary official, and the judges shall determine the official rankings on the basis of such
records.
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4. In the event of a dispute concerning heart-rate measurement or recording, the judges shall make the
final determination based on the official competition records.

Chapter 10. Protests, Disputes, and Safety

Article 32 (Protests)

1. A protest concerning event operation or results shall be submitted in writing within 30 minutes after
publication of the official results.

2. A veterinarian’s professional judgment concerning a horse’s health or fithess to continue is, in principle,
not subject to protest.

3. Operational protests shall be reviewed by the Ground Jury.

Article 33 (Emergency Response)

1. The Organizing Committee shall secure appropriate means for emergency veterinary treatment and
horse transport.

2. In the event of a rider fall, serious horse injury, heat stroke, or other emergency, the responsible official
may suspend the relevant section or the entire competition.

3. Rider and horse safety shall take precedence over continuation of the competition.

Chapter 11. Recognition of International Competition Records

Article 34 (Official Competition Records and Recognition of International Competition Records)
1. Official competition records recognized by KERA may include the following:

(1) Competition distance;

2) Official completion status;

3) Vet Gate results;

4) Finish Line Time;

)

)

)

)
5) Official Pulse Recovery Time;
6) Recovery Time from crossing the finish line until official confirmation of pulse recovery;
7) Official competition time and average speed;

)

(
(
(
(
(
(
(8) Final ranking;

(9) Veterinary records; and

(10) Any other competition records deemed necessary by KERA.

2. KERA may recognize official records from domestic or international Endurance competitions conducted
under the following organizations or competition systems:

(1) FEI (Fédération Equestre Internationale) sanctioned Endurance competitions;
(2) AERC (American Endurance Ride Conference) competitions;

(3) officially organized Open Endurance competitions held in the Middle East, or other Middle Eastern
Open Endurance competitions recognized by KERA; and
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(4) other domestic or international Endurance competitions recognized by KERA after review of the
competition system, distance, veterinary inspection procedures, and reliability of official records.

3. Competition records recognized under paragraph 2 may be used to verify eligibility for KERA
competitions, competition history, and the horse’s official competition record.

4. A person seeking recognition of an international competition record for KERA qualification purposes
must be able to provide or verify the official result or completion record of the relevant competition.

5. Where the competition distance, competition format, or veterinary inspection standards differ materially
from KERA Rules, KERA may separately determine whether the record will be recognized and the scope of
such recognition.

6. The competition distance, course, starting method, heart-rate criterion, Presentation Time, Hold Time,
ranking method, and other detailed operational matters may be separately specified in the Event Schedule
according to the characteristics of each competition.

Supplementary Provisions

Article 1 (Effective Date)

These Rules shall take effect on the date of promulgation following approval by the Board of Directors of
the Korea Endurance Riding Association.

Article 2 (Matters Not Provided For)

Matters not expressly provided for in these Rules shall be determined by the Organizing Committee and
the Ground Jury, giving first priority to horse welfare, fair competition, and safety.
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